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Directions:  As you read through the article, answer the questions below. http://science.howstuffworks.com/maglev-train.htm
1. Explain what Magnetic Levitation is.

2. What is the big difference between a maglev train and a conventional train?

3. If Maglev trains do not use fossil fuels, explain how the train is propelled.
4. What is a guideway?

5. How high does the train levitate above the guideway?

6. What is the Maglev’s ground transportation speed?  _________How can it go that fast?

6. Name the two countries that are developing Maglev train technology.

7. What are the differences between the two countries’ trains?

8. What is a safety factor that must be solved before a maglev train can be built?

9. Where did the first commercial maglev train make its test debut?

10. U.S. cities from Los Angeles to Pittsburgh have had maglev line plans in the works for several years—name one reason why it may not have been completed.

11. Where in the United States is the American Maglev Company building a prototype transportation system?

