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FINISHED TIME WORD Perfect

. English Grammar
| went to the cinema yesterday.

Use with: yesterday, last night, in
2003, 6 months ago.

FINISHED TIME PERIOD
HOW LONG Leonardo painted the Mona Lisa.

PRESENT I've known Karen since 1994,
PERFECT SIMPLE

She’s lived in Londan for three years.

Use with: since 2010, since July,
for ten years, for three days.

DETAILS OF NEWS

I've hurt my leg. | fell off a ladder.

Use with: the present perfect.

UNFINISHED TIME WORD

| haven't seen her this month.

FINISHED . . .
Use with: this week, today, this

month, this year. ACTIONS IN STORIES
PAST SIMPLE He sat down and ordered a coffee.

Use with: the past continuous.

PRESENT RESULT
I've lost my keys (so | can't get into my

LIFE EXPERIENCE house).

I've been to Tokyo.

Use with: ever, never.

NEWS / RECENT EVENTS
The Queen has given a speech. UNREAL f IMAGINARY THINGS

Use with: just / yet I already | recently. If | won the lottery, | would buy a house.

P e r f e c 1' Use with: wish, it's time, second

’ conditional.
English Grammar




”~
KV Luzern &J

Berufsfachschule

1 What's the difference? Present Perfect and Past Simple

Present Perfect Simple

Past Simple

Unfinished actions that started in the past and continue to the present:

e |'ve known Julie for ten years (and | still know her).

Finished actions:

o | knew Julie for ten years (but then she moved away and we lost touch).

A finished action in someone's life (when the person is still alive: life experi-
ence):

e My brother has been to Mexico three times.

A finished action in someone's life (when the person is dead):

e My great-grandmother went to Mexico three times.

A finished action with a result in the present:

e |'ve lost my keys! (The result is that | can't get into my house now).

A finished action with no result in the present:

e |lost my keys yesterday. It was terrible! (Now there is no result. | got new keys
yesterday).

With an unfinished time word (this week, this month, today):

e |'ve seen John this week.

With a finished time word (last week, last month, yesterday):

e | saw John last week.

Present Perfect

Simple Past

e just

e yet

e never
e already
e ever

e so far

e uptonow
e recently
e since

e vyesterday

o last week

e amonth ago
e in2012
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